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A Word from the Directors…
Don’t Drink the Water marked Woody Allen’s Broadway debut when it opened in 

November 1966, spoofing the very real Cold War tensions between the United States 
and Communist States that were ever-present at the time. 

Then, as now, the United States was afraid of an ‘unknown’ enemy – a threat 
that could strike at any time or place – communists then, terrorists now. As Krojack 
demonstrates in our play, fear was a weapon. In the case of this play, comedy serves 
as the foil to that weapon. The cartoonish interactions between the Hollander family 
and the fumbling, bumbling Axel Magee help us laugh at our world. 

Good comedic characters present us to ourselves – and, of course, we have to 
laugh. Though almost 50 years old, Don’t Drink the Water feels very timely. We see 
familiar people and situations – because comedy surrounds us every day. Woody 
Allen just made it easier to laugh at.

PVHS Theatre Program Mission Statement

The extracurricular theatre program of Pascack Valley High School is committed to 
mounting high-quality productions that provide a rich educational and theatrical experience 
for its participants and audiences. We will continually strive to present work of artistic and 
thematic significance to our community, in the hopes that students, teachers, and spectators 
alike will be moved by our work to feel deeply and think deeply.

“Art is humanity’s most essential, most universal language. It is not a frill, but a necessary 
part of communication. The quality of civilization can be measured through its music, 
dance, drama, architecture, visual art and literature. We must give our children knowledge 
and understanding of civilization’s most profound works.” – Ernest L. Boyer 
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Pascack Valley Regional High School Administration
P. Erik Gundersen, Superintendent of Schools

Mr. Jeffrey Steinfeld, President, Board of Education

Mr. Thomas DeMaio, Principal
Mr. John Puccio, Assistant Principal

Mrs. Debbie Squiccimarri, Assistant Principal
Mr. Ed Schwander, Building Supervisor


Special Thanks from the Production Staff to: 

� PVRHS Board of Education
PV Theatre Director’s Circle Sponsors

ALL of our amazing parent volunteers and supporters
The cast for their countless hours of hard work,  
their boundless energy, and steadfast good cheer. 

The crew, for your hard work, attention to detail, and sharing your sense of humor with us.
The Friends of PV Theatre, led by Mrs. Kerry Marsh and Mrs. Ann Marie Rezen,  

for sharing your energy, enthusiasm and experience in support of everything that we do.
The PVHS administration, or your constant support of our work

The PVHS secretaries and custodians, whose whose behind-the-scenes help  
make every show run smoother!

The families of our cast and crew, for sharing your talented students with us,  
and supporting their participation.

You, the audience, for supporting the arts in education by attending this production.

We look forward to greeting you at Cabaret, March 27-29, 2014

Announcements
✫✫ There is no food or drink permitted in the theatre.
✫✫ Smoking is prohibited on school grounds.
✫✫ Please POWER OFF all wireless devices, as their use interferes with our sound system,  

      and they are a distraction to fellow audience members and our performers. 
✫✫ Text messaging is prohibited during the performance.
✫✫ Fire exits are located at the rear of the auditorium, and to the right of the stage.
✫✫ �Please remain seated at all times during the performance. If you must leave the theatre, 
please do so during a pause or applause.

✫✫ �Flash photography is strictly prohibited, as it is a danger to the actors, and a distraction  
for fellow audience members.

✫✫ PVHS is equipped with an AED (Automated External Defibrillator), located in the  
     lobby outside the main office. Please see an usher or the house manager for assistance.
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Production Staff

Student Production Staff

Technical Director 
Mr. Tom Lupfer

Costumer 
Mrs. Merielle Lupfer

Lighting Design 
Mr. Curtis Shields ‘13

Sound Design 
Mr. Tom Lupfer

Scenic Design 
Mr. Tom Lupfer, Mr. Adam Farnan ‘12

Associate Technical Director 
Mr. Adam Farnan ‘12

Seamstress 
Mrs. Kathi Burger

Hair & Makeup Design 
Mrs. Merielle Lupfer

Playbill, Marketing, Web 
 Mrs. Ann Marie Rezen

Ticket Services 
Mrs. Inger Kruegle

Friends of PVHS Theatre  
Coordinators  

Mrs. Kerry Marsh and  
Mrs. Ann Marie Rezen

Stage Manager 
Kristin Verost

Assistant Stage Manager  
Brandon Alvarado, Ariana Aguero

House Manager  
Brandon Alvarado

Assistant House Manager  
Megan Zarucha

Costume Crew 
Anna Bennett, Melissa Gargiulo,  

Molly Henry, Nina Henry, Kendall Marsh 

Light Board Operator 
Ariana Aguero

Property Mistress 
Melissa Gargiulo

Logo Design 
Molly Henry 

Stagehands 
Christine Favorito, Victoria Garcia,  

Bess Lorman, Allie Malc, Shannon Miles, 
Samantha Riley, Alyssa Steimle, Ashley 

Steimle, Lauren Snieckus, Frank Tancredi

Sound Board Operator 
Jonathan Melchiorre

Crew Chiefs 
Christine Favorito, Lauren Snieckus,  

Ashley Steimle 

Scenic Construction/Painting 
Tristan Bournot, Justin Culshaw,  

Christine Favorito, Carly Flanagan,  
Victoria Garcia, Lexis Horvath, Paxton 
Horvath, Allison Kuhl, Bess Lorman,  

Allie Malc, Jonathan Melchiorre,  
Bronwyn Mellen-Jones, Nick Metz, 

Shannon Miles, Alex Pearson,  
Samantha Riley, Lauren Snieckus,  

Ashley Steimle, Alyssa Steimle,  
Frank Tancredi, Ian Terry

Directors
Mr. Tom Lupfer and Mrs. Merielle Lupfer

Italics = Member of International  Thespian Society Troupe #7427
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Father Drobney....................................................................................Lukas Kruegle
Ambassador Magee.............................................................................. Dan Keohane 
Kilroy........................................................................................................Alyssa Zoll
Axel Magee............................................................................................Calvin Rezen
Marion Hollander................................................................................ Alexis Parsells
Walter Hollander .............................................................................. Brendan Freiler
Susan Hollander...................................................................................Allison Snider
Krojack.............................................................................................. Justin Culshaw
Burns......................................................................................................Jessie Fillare
Chef.........................................................................................................Kira Player
Sultan of Bashir................................................................................. Jeremy Altman
Sultan’s First Wife................................................................................Rebekah Orso
Kasnar.............................................................................................. Jordan Stackpole
Countess Bordoni..................................................................................Laura Santo

Waiters and party guests
Natalie Bade, Nicole Bellmay, Anna Bennett, Anna Blair, Alexandra Brennan, 
Maggie Capone, Brenna Fitzmaurice, Emily Friedman, Peri Ganbarg, Tyler 

Halligan, Erin Lupo, Julia Padovan, Bari Pallarino, Jessica Ruby, Sierra Stanton, 
Kaitlyn Toledo, Jenn Tran, Julia Veloso, Michelle Verkhoglaz

Setting: 
The action of the play takes place in an American Embassy somewhere  

behind the Iron Curtain, in the summer of 1966.

ACT ONE
Scene 1........A late summer afternoon
Scene 2................  Later the same day
Scene 3...................  Several days later
Scene 4......................  Late that night 
Scene 5...................  Several days later

ACT TWO
Scene 1.......................... The next day
Scene 2........................Two days later
Scene 3..............................That night 
Scene 4.................. The next morning

Italics = Member of International Thespian Society Troupe #7427

Cast of Characters (in order of appearance)

There will be a 15 minute intermission between Act One and Act Two.
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Anna Bennett (Ensemble) 
is a junior, and has been 
involved in the PV Theatre 
since she was a freshman. Her 
past experience in theatre 
includes Once On This 
Island (Ensemble), Honk! 
(Ensemble), The Music Man  

(Miss Paroo), The Laramie Project, and Ten Years 
Later (Anonymous, Grandma), The Pajama Game 
(Ensemble), and Romeo & Juliet (Juliet). She 
was the head of the costume team for Curtains, 
and is involved in costumes for DDTW. She 
participates in choir, and is editor in chief of 
the Lit Mag. Her favorite hobbies are sewing, 
singing, writing, and drawing. She is excited to 
see how the audience responds to the show.

Anna Blair (Ensemble) is 
overjoyed to perform in 
her first PV Theatre play 
as a freshman and hopes to 
perform in many more. She 
previously performed The 
Wizard of Oz (Enchanted 
Apple Tree) and Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory (Chef ) at George White 
Middle School. Anna also plays softball for the 
Hudson Valley Heartbreakers as a pitcher and 
and outfielder. She boasts a batting average of 
.330 and an ERA of 0.50.

Alexandra Brennan  
(Ensemble) is currently a ju-
nior and is extremely excited 
to be a part of the DDTW 
cast at PV Theatre. Her past 
credits have included You’re 
A Good Man, Charlie Brown, 
Godspell, Hairspray, Curtains, 

and The Sing-Along Sound of Music. Besides  PV 
Theatre, she plays volleyball and lacrosse, is a 
member of the junior student council, and is 
a part of the Human Rights League Club. She 
wishes the cast and crew of DDTW good luck!	

Natalie Bade (Ensemble) is 
enthused to be a part of the 
comedy, DDTW. It is her 
first show with PV Theatre 
and she is overjoyed to be a 
cast member in the produc-
tion. Outside of the theatre 
she plays basketball and 
varsity lacrosse. In her free 

time she is a member of the PV choir and loves 
fashion. Being a part of DDTW for Natalie is 
such a great opportunity to further explore her 
acting passion. She hopes to continue in acting 
and PV Theatre for many more years to come!	

Nicole Bellmay (Ensemble) 
is currently in her junior year 
of high school. This is her 
third show with PV Theatre. 
Her past shows include 
Romeo & Juliet (Citizen 
of Verona/Partygoer) and 
Curtains (Ensemble). In her 

free time, she loves to dance, write, read, draw, 
and hang out with friends. She is very excited to 
be a part of DDTW.

Jeremy Altman (Sultan of 
Bashir) is ecstatic to be a part 
of his second play for his 
senior year. He participated 
in PV Theatre during his 
sophomore year in The  
Laramie Project, and Ten 
Years Later (Andy Paris & 

Andrew Gomez). He has also has appeared in 
other shows outside of PV, such as You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown (Linus), Guys and Dolls 
(Nicely-Nicely Johnson), Really Rosie (Pierre), and 
Schoolhouse Rock  Live (Conductor). During his 
free time, Jeremy enjoys playing ice hockey, prac-
ticing celebrity impressions, participating in his 
temple choir, and longboarding with his friends.

The Cast

Become a Director’s Circle Sponsor!
www.pvhstheatre.org
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Jessie Fillare (Burns) is the 
only senior at PV theatre 
to have performed in every 
show since her freshman 
year. She’s been in The 
Complete Works of  William 
Shakespeare (Abridged), 
Footloose, The Laramie 

Project, and Ten Years Later, The Pajama Game, 
Romeo & Juliet, Curtains, and Forbidden PV 
Theatre and Spotlight. PV Theatre is Jessie’s 
home and she can’t imagine her life without it. 
She’s also Vice President of the International 
Thespian Society and a member of PV’s 
Concert Choir. Over the past summers, she has 
participated in shows at Helen Hayes Youth 
Theatre and a vocal program at Ithaca College. 
When she’s not at rehearsal, you can find Jessie 
in the city seeing a Broadway show or reading 
plays in her room. Jessie is extremely proud to 
be a part of PV Theatre and thanks her parents 
for their constant support.

Maggie Capone  
(Ensemble) is a sophomore 
and is thrilled to be in PV 
Theatre’s production of 
Don’t Drink the Water.  
This is her second PV 
Theatre show and her first 
drama. Past credits include 

Cinderella (Fairy Godmother), Annie (Lily 
St. Regis), Fame (Carmen Diaz), Curtains 
(Ensemble), Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Christine 
Colgate). Maggie is also a member of Pascack 
Valley’s Chamber Choir.

Brenna Fitzmaurice  
(Ensemble) is a sophomore and 
is excited to be a part of her 
first high school production. 
Her earlier performances 
include playing the Evil 
Stepmother in Cinderella, 
as well as a various cast of 

characters in skits from her middle school drama 
dlub. She congratulates the cast and crew for 
making this production of Don’t Drink the Water 
as fantastic as it is!

Justin Culshaw (Krojack) 
is thrilled to be in this 
production of Don’t Drink 
The Water. Some of his 
favorite past performances 
include Romeo & Juliet 
(Benvolio), The Laramie 
Project, and Ten Years Later 

(Matt Galloway), and Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
(Freddy Benson). In his free time Justin is 
involved in the National Honor Society and 
PV’s Chamber Choir. He is excited to play his 
first “bad guy” role and thanks his cast, crew, 
and directors for the wonderful opportunities 
and experiences.

Brendan Freiler (Walter 
Hollander) is a senior and 
is quite excited to be a part 
of PV Theatre once again. 
His past appearances include 
Romeo & Juliet (Balthasar) 
and Curtains (Sid Bernstein). 
This is his seventh show 

on the PV stage. In his spare time, he attempts 
to do impressions, and impresses himself with 
how good an impression he makes to his friends 
through his impressions.

Peri Ganbarg (Ensemble) a 
senior, is thrilled to be taking 
part in her seventh production 
with PV Theatre. Her past 
stage appearances include The 
Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (Abridged),  
Footloose, The Laramie Project, 

and Ten Years Later, The Pajama Game, and  
Forbidden PV Theatre. She also took part in Romeo 
& Juliet as the Assistant Production Manager. She 
has loved participating in the theatre department 
throughout her four years at high school, and 
can’t believe that this is her last drama. Peri is also 
a part of many other clubs at PV including Camp 
Raspberry, the debate team, the National Honor 
Society, and Glamour Gals. She’d like to thank 
the Lupfers as well as the entire cast and crew and 
wish everyone “break a leg!”

Emily Friedman (Ensemble) is 
very excited to be in DDTW, 
which is her second show at 
PV Theatre.  She has appeared 
in Curtains (Ensemble), 
Oklahoma! (Ensemble), and 
Alice in Wonderland (Royal 
Cardsmen).  A junior, Emily 

enjoys dancing at AEDE and has been dancing 
for thirteen years. She looks forward to being a 
part of future PV Theatre productions.
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Julia Padovan (Ensemble) is 
eager to be a part of her first 
PV Theatre production. Julia 
is a freshman, coming from 
George White Middle School, 
where she had participated in 
three school productions. Julia 
has always been interested in 

performing, whether she was acting or singing, 
and also likes to listen and appriciate music.

Bari Pallarino (Ensemble) 
is a freshman, and is 
thrilled to be in her first 
show here at PV! Bari’s 
past experiences include 
The Little Mermaid (Ariel), 
Fame (Ms. Sherman), Alice 
in Wonderland (Caterpillar), 

at Holdrum Middle School. She has also been 
in Hairspray (Tracy), The Wiz (Dorothy), Beauty 
& the Beast (Mrs. Potts) and others. Bari’s activi-
ties aside from theatre include photography, 
baking, reading, arts and crafts, and Netflix. She 
is thrilled to be in this production at PVHS, 
and cannot wait to be in many more!

Alexis Parsells (Marion  
Hollander) is in her junior 
year and is very excited to  
be a part of DDTW, her 
sixth PV Theatre production. 
These shows include  
The Laramie Project, and  
Ten Years Later (Ensemble),  

The Pajama Game (featured dancer), Romeo & 
Juliet (Paris’s Page), Curtains (featured dancer), and 
the cabaret-styled Forbidden PV Theatre (soloist). 
Theatre is a huge part of Alexis’s life. However, 
she is also a cheerleader for the varsity team, plays 
guitar, and sings. Alexis would like to thank the 
Lupfers and her beautiful cast for this experience.

Lukas Kruegle (Father 
Drobney) is a junior and is 
thrilled to be a part of this 
production of DDTW. 
This is his fifth show here 
at PVHS. He has per-
formed in many shows in 
and outside of PV includ-

ing The Pajama Game (Ensemble), Romeo & 
Juliet (Gregory), Curtains (Bobby Pepper), The 
Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe (Edmund), 
The Horse and his Boy (Prince Rabadash), Alice 
in Wonderland (White Rabbit), and others. 
In his spare time, Lukas enjoys longboarding, 
playing guitar, eating bacon, and playing guitar 
on a longboard while eating bacon.

Erin Lupo (Ensemble) is 
an ecstatic freshman and 
is looking forward to be in 
the PV production, Don’t 
Drink the Water. Erin has 
been in previous middle 
school productions which 
include Fame (chorus) and 

The Little Mermaid (chorus/princess). Erin also 
enjoys singing, drawing, and running.

Rebekah Orso (Sultan’s Wife) 
is a senior and is excited to 
be part of this year’s cast in 
DDTW. In the past she has 
performed in Romeo & Juliet 
and helped paint and build 
sets for The Laramie Project,  
and Ten Years Later and The 

Pajama Game. In her spare time, Rebekah likes 
writing scripts that she never finishes, biking, 
and sleeping.

The Cast continued

Daniel Keohane  
(Ambassador Magee) is a 
senior at PV,  and this is 
his fourth show. His only 
onstage appearance was in 
Romeo & Juliet (Sampson), 
but he worked on stage crew 
for The Laramie Project, and 

Ten Years Later and The Pajama Game. He’s jazzed 
about getting to act onstage once again, and plans 
to try out for PV’s spring musical, Cabaret (tickets 
on sale soon!) In his free time he draws and edits 
videos. He likes chai latte and popcorn.

Tyler Halligan (Ensemble) 
Tyler was thrilled to be 
included in this year’s drama 
of Don’t Drink the Water, 
and is excited to watch her 
castmates put on a great 
show. She has performed in 
four of the past PV Theatre 

shows, including Romeo & Juliet, The Laramie 
Project, and Ten Years Later,  The Pajama Game, 
and Curtains. She hopes to expand that list as her 
high school years continue.
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Jessica Ruby (Ensemble) is 
a freshman and is thrilled to 
be performing in her first 
PV production. Some of her 
past performances include 
The Little Mermaid (Ursula), 
Fame (Grace Lamb), 
and Alice in Wonderland 

(Cheshire Cat 3) at Holdrum Middle School. 
She was recently accepted into a Youth 
Performance Troupe at Porch Light Productions 
where she has performed in Stage Fright: an 
Original Halloween Musical (Mummy), Christmas 
Carol High School (Momsie), Smile (Kate/Joanne 
Marshall), and was featured in a New York City 
showcase where she was critiqued by Broadway 
actors, directors, and agents. She has been 
performing since age three and in her spare time 
loves photography. She would like to thank the 
Lupfers for this incredible experience.

Laura Santo (Countess 
Bordoni) is a sophomore and 
is so excited to be a part of 
Don’t Drink the Water this 
year. She has appeared in 
the PV Theatre productions 
of Romeo & Juliet (Lady 
Montague) and Curtains 

(Ensemble), as well as the George White produc-
tion of Willie Wonka (Mrs. Bucket). In her free 
time she enjoys singing, listening to music, and 
writing. She wants to thank the Lupfers for being 
so amazing and supportive of her, and she wishes 
good luck to the cast and crew!

Allie Snider (Susan Hollander) 
is a senior and is thrilled to 
be in her first PV drama and 
fifth PV show. Other than 
DDTW, she has appeared 
in Footloose (Ensemble), The 
Pajama Game (Mary), Cur-
tains (featured dancer), and 

Forbidden PV Theatre (soloist). While Allie has a 
passion for acting, she also loves playing tennis on 
the varsity team. Allie is a member of the  
National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, 
and International Thespian Society. Allie would 
like to thank the cast and crew of DDTW as well 
as the Lupfers for their constant support. She 
would like to give a special thanks to her family 
for their love and encouragement.

Jordan Stackpole (Kasnar) is 
a senior and this is her sixth 
show at PV Theatre. Jordan 
is playing Kasnar and is super 
exited to be back with her 
cast members. Jordan has 
been a part of The Complete 
Works of  William Shakespeare 

(Abridged), Footloose, The Laramie Project, and 
Ten Years Later, The Pajama Game, and Romeo & 
Juliet. In her free time, Jordan enjoys singing and 
playing with her dogs.	

Sierra Stanton (Ensemble) 
is excited to be a part of the 
drama DDTW for PV The-
atre. She has participated in 
musicals The Pajama Game 
(Ensemble) and Curtains 
(Ensemble) for the past two 
years. This is her first drama 

performance. She’s also a part of her choir, and 
enjoys singing and drawing in her spare time.

Kira Player (Chef ) is a 
junior and is appearing in 
her fifth PV Theatre show. 
Her past appearances on the 
PV stage include The Lara-
mie Project, and Ten Years 
Later (Zackie Salmon), The 
Pajama Game (ensemble), 

Curtains (ensemble) and Romeo & Juliet 
(Nurse). In her free time she enjoys watching 
movies and playing board games with friends 
on Friday nights.

Calvin Rezen (Axel Magee) 
is stoked to be a part of this 
year’s production of Don’t 
Drink the Water. He has 
appeared on the PV stage 
four other times including 
Curtains (Christopher 
Belling), Romeo & Juliet 

(Mercutio), The Laramie Project, and Ten Years 
Later (Aaron Kreifels), andThe Pajama Game. 
He has also enjoyed performing in countless 
other roles throughout northern New Jersey 
over the past decade. In his spare time, Calvin 
enjoys songwriting, poetry, painting, being 
creative and planning his escape. He thanks his 
friends, family, cast, and crew.

www.pvhstheatre.org
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Kaitlyn Toledo (Ensemble), 
a freshman, is enthralled to 
finally be part of a Pascack 
Valley Theatre production. 
Her past stage appear-
ances include the Wizard 
of Oz (Wicked Witch), 
Willy Wonka (Sophie), and 

multiple ensemble appearances. In her free time, 
she enjoys reading, watching old movies and 
criticizing the Russian government.

Alyssa Zoll (Kilroy) is a 
junior and is thrilled to be a 
part of her third drama and 
sixth production here at PV. 
She has been involved in 
every show at PV since she 
was a freshman including, 
The Laramie Project, and 

Ten Years Later, (Tiffany Edwards), The Pajama 
Game (Featured Dance), Romeo & Juliet (Serv-
ing Girl #1), Curtains (featured dancer & dance 
daptain), Forbidden PV Theatre (Soloist). Alyssa 
is involved in many clubs and sports outside of 
theater including dance, cheerleading, student 
council, town council, and peer leaders. She has 
never been more excited for a show and would 
like to thank the Lupfers and the cast and crew 
for their hard work and dedication!	

Jenn Tran (Ensemble) is 
ecstatic to be in her first 
PV Theatre production, 
DDTW. She’s currently a 
sophomore on the basket-
ball and lacrosse team and 
takes pleasure in singing 
and playing piano. Her 

true passion is acting and she wishes to pursue a 
further career within it. Words can’t describe her 
thrill for being a part of the PV Theatre commu-
nity. She thanks everyone for being welcoming 
and the Lupfers for this amazing opportunity.

Julia Veloso (Ensemble) is 
excited to be performing in 
her first PV Theatre perfor-
mance, as a freshman, after 
watching them for many 
years. In the past, she has 
performed in Grease (Fren-
chy), Throughly Modern 

Millie (Ethel Peas), and several other shows. Ve-
loso has also worked on many stage productions 
as a senior assistant teacher such as Grease (Cast 
2), Rockstar, The Wizard of Oz, and Throughly 
Modern Mille (Cast 2). She is eager for DDTW 
and future performances to come.

Michelle Verkhoglaz 
(Ensemble) is a junior and 
is very ecstatic to be in her 
sixth production at PV 
Theatre. Her first five shows 
include The Laramie Project, 
The Pajama Game, Romeo & 
Juliet, Curtains, and  

Forbidden PV Theatre. Michelle has a passion for 
singing and she has also danced Latin Ballroom  
for many years. Theatre has become a home for 
Michelle and she loves every second that she 
spends with her family there.

The Cast continued

Support PV Theatre
by becoming a 
Director’s Circle 
Sponsor today!

Congratulations 
To the talented cast & crew  

of Don’t Drink the Water

And Thank You 
To our most creative and  

dedicated directors, 
Tom & Merielle Lupfer

ƒ
Friends of PV Theatre
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Tristan Bournot (Crew) is very excited to be 
working on the fall play this year. It has been a 
great experience for him and is happy to keep 
working with the theatre. He loves lighting and 
is happy that every year he learns more and 
more. He loves the fact that he helps out with 
the lighting and wishes that one day he could 
design the lighting of a whole show. This is his 
fifth show working with the theatre and crew 
and doesn’t regret one second of joining it. He is 
excited for the more shows to come. He wishes 
everyone good luck even though he knows they 
don’t need it.

Christine Favorito (Crew Chief ) is a senior and 
this is her sixth show being on crew. Her past PV 
shows include: Footloose, The Laramie Project, and 
Ten Years Later, The Pajama Game, Romeo & Juliet 
and Curtains. Some of her favorite crew activities 
include building stairs (right-side up), hiding in 
the dark, organizing and re-organizing cabinet 5 
and carrying around a teeny-tiny tape measure. 
Christine would like to thank her fellow thirds 
for (attempting) to keep her sane throughout all 
the madness. Break legs!

Melissa Gargiulo (Co-costume mistress/prop 
mistress) Melissa is a junior and this is her fifth 
show with PV Theatre, even though it’s only her 
third show working backstage. She has had a 
great time working with the costumes and props 
helping the show come together. This has been 
yet another wild adventure that comes with ev-
ery show but she wouldn’t trade it for the world. 
Break a leg everyone!

Nina Henry (Costume Crew) This is Nina’s third 
year of participating in PV Theatre. She is work-
ing with the wonderful costume crew. She hopes 
that the cast breaks legs!

Molly Henry (Costume Crew) Molly is a junior 
this year and has performed in several PV 
Theater productions. Don’t Drink the Water is 
the first show where she has enjoyed working 
offstage assembling 
props and costumes. 
She hopes you enjoy 
the show, and wishes 
the performers and run 
crew luck!

Paxton Horvath (Crew) As a freshman, this is 
Paxton’s first show with PV Theater. Previously, 
she worked as a crew member in middle school 
and is now very excited to be working with this 
crew on Don’t Drink The Water. She would like to 
wish the cast and crew a great show. Break a leg!
	
Lexis Horvath (Crew)	A junior, this is Lexi’s 
fifth show with PV Theatre. However, this is 
her first time on construction crew, and she is 
very excited to be learning from and working 
with the rest of crew on this production of Don’t 
Drink the Water. In the past, Lexi has been a 
cast member in shows like The Laramie Project, 
and Ten Years Later and Romeo & Juliet, and has 
enjoyed gaining experience on all sides of the 
production process. As usual, the process of  
putting the show together has been tremen-
dously fun, and the learning invaluable. She can’t 
wait for the next show, and to the rest of PV 
Theatre, she’d just like to say: break a leg!

Allison Kuhl (Crew) To support her friends 
who have been in crew, Allie has seen every 
show since her freshman year, but this is her first 
time participating in one. She is excited to be 
involved with PV Theatre even though it can 
only be for a year.	

Bess Lorman (Crew) Bess is a senior. This is her 
fourth show working back stage building cool 
things that you may or may not see today. Bess 
enjoys hanging with her crew buds. Her favorite 
crew activity is the table saw.

Lauren Snieckus (Master Carpenter) Lauren is a 
senior. Throughout the past six shows, she has 
participated in various crew activities including 
but not limited to: swearing like a sailor, internal 
(and external) screaming, eye-rolling, nearly 
amputating a finger with the jigsaw, and eating 
snacks backstage. She’d like to thank all her crew 
buds for putting up with her rapid loss of sanity 
as she blindly makes her way through senior 
year. Break legs.

Ian Terry (Crew) is a junior and this is his third 
year working on the crew for PV Theatre. He 
helped construct the sets for last fall’s Romeo 
& Juliet and last spring’s Curtains. Ian is also a 
member of the lunch choir. Ian wishes everyone 
in the cast and crew to break a leg, but not on 
anything that he helped build.

the Crew
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Tom Lupfer (Director/
Technical Director/Producer) 
is a graduate of the Program 
in Educational Theatre 
at New York University, 
where he earned a M.A. 
He also holds a B.A. in 
Theatre from Susquehanna 
University. Currently, Tom 
is a teacher at a performing 

arts magnet school in Montclair, N.J., where 
he teaches multiple facets of the theatre, 
including Stanislavski acting technique, voice 
and movement, Greek theatre, Shakespeare, 
improvisation, and playwriting. In May 2014, he 
will direct 70 students in their annual musical, 
Oklahoma!. When not directing and teaching, 
Tom likes camping, travel, and reading non-
fiction. The director/producer for PV Theatre 
since 2007, Tom is proud to collaborate with his 
talented wife, Merielle to bring exciting theatre 
to the PV stage. 

Merielle Lupfer (Director/
Costumer) earned a B.S. 
from the Program in 
Educational  Theatre at 
New York University.  
A 2001 alumna of PVHS, 
she is overjoyed that 
she can give back to the 
program that was her 

initial training ground in the craft. At PV, she 
has designed costumes, props, and scenery as 
well as co-directed The Pajama Game (2012), 
The Laramie Project, and Ten Years Later (2011), 
Footloose (2011), Into the Woods (2010), Under 
Milk Wood (2009), Disorientation (2009), 
Seussical (2009), Museum (2008), Sweeney 
Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street (2008), 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (2007), and Fame 
(2007). In May of 2012, Merielle appeared in 
The Laramie Project at Bergen County Players 
in Oradell.

PV Theatre is a proud member of the International  
Thesipian Society, honoring excellence in school theatre.

President.................................................................................. Katie Collins
Vice President........................................................................... Jessie Fillare
Secretary..................................................................................Kristin Verost
Treasurer.................................................................................... Kira Player
Historian...............................................................................Kendall Marsh

Stage management
Brandon Alvarado,   
Assistant Stage Manager, 
House Manager – Brandon 
is a junior and excited to 
be returning to PV Theatre 
for his third show, as he was 
previously in Romeo & Juliet 
as part of the ensemble and 

Assistant Stage Manager for Curtains.  
He wishes the best of 
luck to all of the cast 
and crew of this show 
and hopes they suc-
ceed in all they do.

Kristin Verost, Stage  
Manager – Kristin, a 
senior, loves being a part of 
PV Theatre and is thrilled 
to continue as stage 
manager for Don’t Drink 
the Water. She has always 
loved theatre and has been 

involved in PV Theatre since her freshman 
year. Since Kristin does not act or sing, she 
is happy to have found a place where she can 
contribute and be at rehearsal daily. Kristin 
hopes everyone enjoys the show and wishes 
the cast and crew good luck.

The Directors

Troupe #7427 Officers



page 14   	                   PV Theatre |  Don’t Drink the Water                                         Fall 2013   Fall 2013	        PV Theatre |  Don’t Drink the Water                                         page 15

Thank You!
We extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to the following businesses,  

families and organizations who are supporting our award-winning 
Theatre program through the PV Director’s Circle Sponsorship program.

Standing Ovation 
Banchetto Feast

Domani 

Playwright’s Circle 
Bella Campania/Due  

Crecco’s 
It’s Greek To Me

John’s Famous Bagels
Osso Buco

In The Spotlight
Marc’s Deli

Peking House
Pentland Graphics

Teaneck Flowe r Shop

Patron of the Arts
Big Daddy’s Pizza & Grill

Chicken Delight
Cousin’s Pizza
Sushi House

Ray’s Traditional Pizza
Westwood Diner & Pancake House

Family Sponsors
The Bournot Family
The Kruegle Family
The Marsh Family

The Melchiorre Family
The Pearson Family
The Rezen Family
The Snider Family
The Zoll Family

Join PvHS THeaTre DirecTor’S circle

PVHS Theatre Sponsors have a keen interest in nurturing artistic 
excellence and contributing to the overall success of our high 
school performing arts program.  

We are grateful for the generous support of all our  
sponsors who receive many of the following benefits:

• Ads in our professionally-designed keepsake playbills    
• Reserved tickets to our staged productions
• Acknowledgement on the sponsor page of our playbill
• PV Theatre gear
• Premium size and placement of playbill ads
• Company logo/link on www.pvhstheatre.org

Sponsorships for full season 
begin at only $125.

PVHS Theatre, 200 Piermont Ave., Hillsdale, NJ  •  www.pvhstheatre.org
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’57-’58.............Cheaper by the Dozen (Drama)
’58-’59............. Arsenic and Old Lace (Drama)
’59-’60.....You Can’t Take it With You (Jr. Drama)/ 

The Male Animal (Sr. Drama)/ 
Bridagdoon (Musical)

’60-’61..........The Curious Savage  (Jr. Drama)/ 
Pygmalion (Sr. Drama)/  

Finian’s Rainbow (Musical)
’61-’62.Out of the Frying Pan (Jr. Drama)/ The 

Night of January 16th (Sr. Drama)/  
Hit the Deck (Musical)

’62-’63.................. Lo and Behold (Jr. Drama)/ 
Our Town (Sr. Drama)/  

The Music Man (Musical)
’63-’64.......... Only Orphan Girl (Frosh-Soph)/

Harvey (Jr.-Sr)/Oklahoma (Musical)
’64-’65..................See How They Run (Drama)/ 
The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis (Drama)/South 

Pacific (Musical)
’65-’66........................Although You Can Hide  
’66-’67...........................................................
’67-’68......................Damn Yankees (Musical)
’69-’70....................Wait Until Dark (Drama)
’70-’71............................  L’il Abner (Musical)
’71-’72............The Skin of Our Teeth (Drama)
’72-’73.............Arsenic and Old Lace (Drama)/

Carnival! (Musical)
’73-’74.......................Bye Bye Birdie (Musical)
’74-’75....................The Music Man (Musical)
’75-’76................The Pajama Game (Musical)
’76-’77...........................................................
’77-’78.............. The Children’s Hour (Drama)/ 

Li’l Abner (Musical)
’78-’79............................  Angel Flies (Drama)/ 

Flower Drum Song (Musical)
’79-’80...........Look Homeward Angel (Drama)/ 

Flower Drum Song (Musical)
’80-’81...........Once Upon a Mattress (Musical) 
’81-’82.............. Twelve Angry People (Drama)/

Carnival! (Musical)
’82-’83................................. Pippin (Musical)
’83-’84................The Spiral Staircase (Drama)
’84-’85...........................................................
’85-’86...........................................................  
’86-’87...........................................................
’87-’88...........................................................
’88-’89.......A Murder Has Been Arranged (Drama)/

Guys and Dolls (Musical)

’89-’90.. Brighton Beach Memoirs (Drama)/The 
King and I (Musical)

’90-’91...Take Three (Drama)/Mame (Musical)
’91-’92...................Lend Me a Tenor (Drama)/

Anything Goes (Musical)
’92-’93........... Little Shop of Horrors (Musical)
’93-’94.....  Play On (Drama)/Pippin (Musical)
’94-’95.............. Twelve Angry Jurors (Drama)/

The Wiz (Musical)
’95-’96............................ M*A*S*H (Drama)/

Fiddler on the Roof (Musical)
’96-’97...................The Paper Chase (Drama)/

Jesus Christ Superstar (Musical)
’97-’98..................A Few Good Men (Drama)/

A Funny Thing Happened on the  
Way to the Forum (Musical)

’98-’99..................... Detective Story (Drama)/
South Pacific (Musical)

’99-’00......................Done to Death (Drama)/
Cabaret (Musical)

’00-’01....You Can’t Take It With You (Drama)/
Brigadoon (Musical)

’01-’02................... Inherit the Wind (Drama)/
Sweet Charity (Musical)

’02-’03.Flowers for Algernon (Drama)/Anything 
Goes (Musical)

’03-’04....The Sting (Drama)/Pippin (Musical)
’04-’05.....................Sudden Theatre (Drama)/

Over Here! (Musical)
’05-’06........... Spoon River Anthology (Drama)/

Working (Musical)
’06-’07................Comedy Threesome (Drama)/

Fame (Musical)
’07-’08......A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Drama)/

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber  
of Fleet Street (Musical)

’08-’09.... .Museum (Drama)/Seussical (Musical)/ 
Disorientation (Drama, World Premiere)

’09-’10.................Under Milk Wood (Drama)/ 
Into the Woods (Musical)

’10-’11............ The Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (Abridged) (Drama)/

Footloose (Musical)
’11-’12 .......The Laramie Project, and Ten Years 

Later (Drama)/
The Pajama Game (Musical)

’12-’13 .....................Romeo & Juliet (Drama)/
Curtains (Musical)

PVHS Theatre History
Pascack Valley High School has produced plays and musicals since the school’s inception in 
1955. There are “holes” in this list. If you can help fill them in, please e-mail Mr. Lupfer at 
tlupfer@pascack.k12.nj.us. Thank you!
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Spring 2008 – Sweeney Todd
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
Honorable Mention – Outstanding Performance by 
an Actor in a Leading Role:  
     Travis Alvarez as Sweeney Todd 

Fall 2008 – Museum
MSU Theatre Night Awards
Winner – Achievement in Graphic Design:  
     Liz Lehman
Winner – Achievement in Properties
Nominee – Best Modern Play
Nominee – Best Director: Tom and 
    Merielle Lupfer
Nominee – Best Ensemble Cast  
    in a Production
Nominee – Outstanding Scenic Achievement

Spring 2009 – Seussical
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
Student Achievement Award: Outstanding  
Stage Crew: Rebecca Riley, Cheryl Reman,  
   Greg Shirinian, Shana Sombolian,  
   Lily Levitt, Sarah Kapilow, Brenna Gradus,  
   Brianne Velardi,  Amanda Williamson, Becky Zuniga

The “Metros” The HS Theatre Awards
Winner – Outstanding Lighting Design:  
    Luke Krauss
Nominee – Outstanding Comic  
    Performance: Katherine Riley as The Cat  
    in the Hat
Nominee – Outstanding Actress in a  
    Supporting Role: Liz Lehman as  
    Gertrude McFuzz
Nominee – Outstanding Stage Crew
Nominee – Outstanding Lobby Display
Nominee – Outstanding Scenic Achievement
Nominee – Technical Merit Award: Rebecca    
    Riley (Stage Manager), Cheryl Reman  
    (Master Carpenter/Sound Board Operator),  
    Sarah Kapilow (Master Carpenter/Assistant  
    Stage Manager)
Nominee – Outstanding Instrumentalist:  
    Graham Terry, Keyboards
Spring 2009 – Disorientation
MSU Theatre Night Awards
Nominee – Outstanding Supporting Actress:  
    Maja Kruegle as Beth

Fall 2009 – Under Milk Wood
MSU Theatre Night Awards
Nominee – Outstanding Supporting Actress:  
    Katherine Riley as Lily Smalls

Spring 2010 – Into the Woods
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
Nominee - Outstanding Performance by  
    an Actor in a Supporting Role: Brandon  
   Essig as Jack

Fall 2010 – COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED)
MSU Theatre Night Awards
Nominations: 
    Outstanding Achievement in Costume Design;  
    Outstanding Achievement in Stage Direction –  
         Tom & Merielle Lupfer:
    Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble Cast;  
    Outstanding Production of a Comedy –      
         Matinee Cast 
    Outstanding Production of a Classic –     
          Matinee Cast; Evening Cast;           
    Outstanding Production of a High School Play  
          Matinee Cast; Evening Cast; 
Winner – Outstanding Production of a Comedy  
Winner – Outstanding Performance by an Actor  
     in Comedy, Brandon Essig

Spring 2011 – Footloose
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
Nominee - Student Achievement – 
      Kelsey McGrail, Associate Choreographer

Fall 2011 – tHe Laramie Project,  
    And Ten Years Later
MSU Theatre Night Awards
Nominee - Outstanding Lighting Achievement 
      Curtis Shields (‘13)
Winner – Outstanding Production of a Drama

Fall 2012 – Romeo & Juliet
MSU Theatre Night Awards
Winner – Outstanding Performance by  
      an Actress in a Supporting Role in a Classic,  
     Kira Player

PV Theatre’s production of Don’t Drink the Water is proud to participate in the  
Montclair State University Theatre Night Awards recognizing and r 

ewarding excellence in high school plays.

PV Theatre proudly recognizes our previous award winners and nominees 
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Hey Brendan! 
We love you!
Your wildly  
proud family.

Good Luck Alexis, Cast and Crew!

f
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HackensackUMC at Pascack Valley
250 Old Hook Road, Westwood, NJ 

201-383-1035
www.HackensackUMCPV.com

,
Best Wishes for a 

successful performance!

at Pascack Valley

is proud to support  

the cast and creW of 

PAscAck VAlley  

HigH scHool THeATRe
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Allie
We are so proud of you!
Congratulations on your 

first PVHS drama! 

Best of luck to the  
cast and crew of 

“Don’t Drink the Water!”

Love,
Mom, Dad & Amanda

Thanks 
Calvin.

Bravo PV Theatre  
on another great show! ♥ 
♥ The Rezens

Your talent, humor  
and creativity help  
us escape every day.

Hey wait! Eddie is in the attic!
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A tasteful, casual dining experience by executive chef Chris Tarta
18 E Ridgewood Ave Ridgewood, New Jersey 07450 • (201) 857-3231

www.dueridgewood.com  |  Facebook: DueRidgewood
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Jessie,
Your determination and inner  
spirit continue to amaze us every day.  
We are so incredibly proud of you and 
experience such joy in watching you 
light up the stage with every performance.

With love from your family,
Mom, Dad, Michael and the Kitties

Congratulations 
Peri and entire cast 
& crew of “Don’t 
Drink The Water” 

Peri: We are so proud of  
you and can’t wait to see  
what you do next.

Break a leg! We love you!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Julia & Poppop



page 24   	                   PV Theatre |  Don’t Drink the Water                                         Fall 2013

94 Broadway, Woodcliff Lake, NJ ...... 201-746-6257

183 Kinderkamack Rd. Park Ridge, NJ .................201-930-4940
8 Railroad Ave., Montvale, NJ ..............................201-822-8292
154 Washington Ave., Nutley, NJ .........................973-542-8127
225 South Little Tor Rd., New City, NY .................845-708-7070

Home of the hand-rolled bagel  
and gourmet deli

Best Wishes PV Theatre!



page 24   	                   PV Theatre |  Don’t Drink the Water                                         Fall 2013   Fall 2013	        PV Theatre |  Don’t Drink the Water                                         page 25

Daniel, 
You always have been 
and always will be a 

Super Star in our eyes! 

✯✯✯
Congratulations!

Love,  
Aunt Kathy & Uncle Tony

Daniel, 
Congratulations! 

I am so  
proud of you! 

,
All my love,

Nana
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Japanese restaurant & sushi bar
www.sushivillageny.com
Open 7 Days a Week 
Lunch & Dinner

700-90 Broadway, Westwood Plaza
Westwood, NJ
201-666-8800

Congratulations PV Theatre

Free 
Delivery

Catering for  
All Occasions

CAST PARTIES,  

CHILDREN’S PARTIES,  

BIRTHDAYS, COMMUNIONS,  

CONFIRMATIONS,  

GRADUATIONS 

201-666-0706
Order online  

www.BigDaddysPizzaAndGrill.com

134 BROADwAY, HILLSDALE
FAx 201-666-0713
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Congratulations to the Cast & Crew of 
Don’t Drink the Water 

You always put on an outstanding show!  

Tristan,
Your enthusiasm  

for the performing  
arts is remarkable.

Everyone in the family 
 is very proud of your  

accomplishments  
with PV Theatre. 

Keep up the 
good work!

Love, 
Mom, Dad & Alex

timothy 
santo dc
chiropractor

Meet Dr. Tim Santo

38 Oak Street
Ridgewood, NJ 07450
201-444-1215
tdsanto@verizon.net

❦  Gentle and Effective Chiropractic 
Care in a Warm, Caring  
Environment

❦  Wellness Care Programs for  
the Entire Family

❦  Personalized Service you can 
only receive from a Single Doctor 
Practice

❦ Serving Bergen County Since 1985

  Find out more information  
  at www.timsanto.com
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An affordable family-owned restaurant, 
Osso Buco is your best new option for 
Italian cuisine in Hillsdale. Perfect for an 
intimate diner or a great place for a party, 
accommodating up to 85 people!

Lunches  $6.95
(M-F 12 noon-3 pm)

earLy Dinners $13.95
(M-F 3-5:30 pm includes salad entree, dessert, coffee)

343 BroaDway, hiLLsDaLe

201-664-1600
open 7 Days a week

now serving Lunch & Dinner

www.ossobucogrill.com

Holiday Parties and Gift Cards at the New Osso Buco

Proud to suPPort PV theatre — Break a leg!
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Proudly sponsoring PV Theatre. Break a leg!

Sunday thru Thursday – 6 a.m. to 2 a.m 
Friday and Saturday – 24 hours

125 KinderKamacK rd., ParK ridge, nJ • 201-391-4242
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Proudly Celebrating Our 40th Year
We cook to order • Fast Home delivery

www.chickendelighthillsdale.com
Follow/like us on Facebook

201-666-8828
100 Broadway, Hillsdale, NJ

opeN 7 days a Week • Daily 11 am - 10 pm
all maJor credit cards accepted

coNgratulatioNs 
to tHe cast & creW  

oF “doN’t driNk  
tHe Water!”

Westwood Diner 
& Pancake House

We proudly support PV Theatre
***

Family Friendly Dining
301 Old Hook Road, Westwood, NJ

201-664-7455
Open 7 Days: Serving Breakfast Lunch and Dinner
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Enjoy delicious food 
in our beautiful  
newly-renovated 

space and sit-down 
dining room!

Fast Free  
Delivery

We Cater for  
All Occasions

321 Broadway Hillsdale, NJ • 722-0700 • Open 7 dAys
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Have fun, Rebekah!
We love you,

Dad, Mom, Daniel, and Philip

Congratulations Alex!
Best Wishes to the  

Cast & Crew of 
“Don’t Drink the Water”

The Pearson Family

Congratulations 

to the Cast  

and Crew of 

“Dont Drink  

the Water”

The Melchiorre 
Family
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















































































“Dont Drink the Water”

2014 THEATER EVENTS AT ST. JOSEPH REGIONAL HS
Annual School Musical – “Fiddler on the Roof”

Jan 24th, 25th, 26th, 30th, 31st & Feb 1st
Annual School Drama – TBD

May 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th
and Cabaret Knight Friday, May 16 @ 7PM

2013/2014 Broadway Theater Workshops at SJR
Cracking the College Audition Experience (Grades 11 & 12) Private, by Appointment

Private Audition Coaching (All Ages) By Appointment
Private Voice Lessons with Broadway Performers, By Appointment

Junior Theater Camp (Grades 3-7) July 21-August 1
Senior Theater Camp (Grades 7-12) July 7-July 18

Performance Theater Camp (Grades 7-12) July 21 - August 2
Advance Theater Camp (Grades 10-12) July 7-July 18 (auditions required)

Camps are taught by Broadway professionals

www.sjrtheater.com
 Follow us on Facebook: SJR Performing Arts and on Twitter: @SJRTheater1

www.broadwaytheaterworkshops.com
Follow us on Facebook: Broadway Theater Workshops and on Twitter: @BTWMontvale
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✰✰✰✰✰

Five Corner
ConvenienCe 

Store
Crnr of Westwood & Center Ave

201-497-3700
Monday-Sunday 6 aM - 9 pM

Lucky Lottery Location!
Cigarettes are at State Minimum price

100% Pure Colombian Coffee

Break a leg Pv theatre!

14 Park Avenue 
Park Ridge, NJ

201-391-4333
OPeN 7 DAys

Mon-sat 5 am - 9 pm
sun 10 am - 9 pm

All MAJOR CReDit  
CARDs ACCePteD

Proudly  
suPPorting  
PV theatre

Break a leg 
Alyssa, Cast  

& Crew!

Teaneck  
Flower Shop

1324 Teaneck Road 
Teaneck, nJ 07666

201-833-1400 • 800-833-1401
www.teaneckflowers.com

Proud Florist of PV Theatre
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The best food for your family, from our family.

We Deliver Lunch and Dinner
Open 7 days: Tues-Sat 11am-10pm, Sun-Mon 11am-9pm

187 River Vale Rd., River Vale, NJ
201-666-3100

www.cousinspizzarivervale.com

Formals Only
300 3rd Ave, Westwood, NJ

(855) 262-4310
———

Congratulations  
Maggie, Cast & Crew
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Break a Leg Cast & Crew!

Proud to support PVHS Theatre

640 Westwood Avenue, River Vale, NJ
201-497-6845

www.DolceVitaNJ.com
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Enjoy a Feast after the show!
15% Off  For StudentS/FamilieS  

*Present high school ID, playbill or ticket stub for 15% off  your bill through March 6, 2014

Banchetto Feast 
301 Center Ave. WestWood, nJ • 201-497-6330



655 Westwood Avenue
River Vale, NJ 07675 • 201-664-7200

www.creccoscafe.com

Congratulations PV Theatre!


